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This talk will introduce what gravitational waves are and how they are detected. The observation of the waves from binary black hole collisions in 
2015 opened the field, followed in 2017 by the observation of the waves from a binary neutron star collision, which was also observed by many 
astronomers with different instruments. By now, over 30 compact binary systems have been cataloged. The detectors are being improved to allow 
searches for more distant sources, as well as improved searches for different types of gravitational wave sources. The development of instruments to 
bring gravitational wave astronomy into cosmology will be discussed.
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